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VATICAN HOLY SEE: A THUNDER ART LASER  
FOR MICHELANGELO IT WILL TAKE TO NEW LIFE 

MASTERPIECES OF THE GREAT ARTIST 
 

Quanta System SpA donates to His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI  
a special laser for the restoration of fine arts 

  
  
 
Solbiate Olona (VA), April 23rd 2008 - Quanta System a medical, industrial and scientific 
lasers manufacturer, a company of El.En. Group leader on the laser market listed on the Star 
segment of the Italian Stock Exchange, has donated to Pope Benedict XVI a special laser for fine 
arts conservation. The event has been held in Rome, in the occasion of the annual meeting of the 
company, with all the Quanta System’s worldwide distribution network attending.  
 
Professor Antonio Paolucci, director of the Vatican Museums, Professor Santamaria, director of 
the scientific laboratories, Professor Nesselrath and Maestro De Luca, clara fama restorers, 
attended the donation ceremony held on April 17th 2008. His eminence Cardinal Giovanni Lajolo, 
Minister of the Internal Affairs and President of the Vatican City State Governorate, has received 
by the hands of Dr. Paolo Salvadeo, general manager of Quanta System, the laser on behalf of 
Pope Benedict XVI. Cardinal Lajolo has inaugurated the ceremony with his welcome speech.  
 
Thunder ART, as this laser has been named, will be used for restoring important masterpieces of 
Michelangelo in the Paoline Chapel. This system slightly differentiates itself from those already 
operative in the Holy See. It has a particular wavelength, the UV: besides infrared and green, its 
ultraviolet rays will be experimented and then used in restoration works of polychromatic 
surfaces, for example on paintings and frescoes. 
 
The donation occurred only after the company has gained in these years the trust of the Vatican 
Museums and of the whole Restoration Team, which has been working, since several years, with 
Quanta System machines and with lasers of the El.En. Group, which Quanta System belongs to.    
 
"It is with great honor and delight that I am going to perform the donation of a special laser for 
fine arts conservation. Since several years we have been desiring to do something really special 
– the General Manager of Quanta System SPA, Eng. Paolo Salvadeo, said – I do hope that this 
donation could effectively give strong help to donate new life, while respecting the valuable 
patinas and the original textures, to masterpieces created by Great Artists, which have left, also 
here in the Holy See, an indelible sign in the history of Mankind.” 
 
At the end of the ceremony Cardinal Lajolo has switched the laser on, generating the first light 
rays, using Bluetooth commands, through a digital keypad with the image of the Sistina Chapel 
in background. The software menu, for the occasion, has been written in Latin.  
 
Quanta System has realized several lasers active all over the world to donate new life to work of 
art masterpieces which would risk, in the opposite case, to disappear.  
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Through Quanta System lasers numerous masterpieces have been taken to new life. Excellence 
cleaning examples are the Brandburgh Door in Berlin, the Saint Stephen Cathedral in Wien, the 
Paper’s Door of the Ducal Palace in Venice and recently the stuccos of the Paolina Chapel, which 
is the private Chapel of the Pope. 
 
 
 
 
El.En., an Italian company, is the parent of a high-.tech industrial group operating in the optoelectronics sector. Based 
on proprietary technology and multidisciplinary know-how, the El.En Group manufactures laser sources (gas, 
semiconductor, solid-state and liquid) and innovative laser systems for medical and industrial applications. The El.En. 
Group is the laser market leader in Italy and among the top operators in Europe. It designs, manufactures and sells 
worldwide: 
-  Medical laser equipment used in dermatology, cosmetics, physiotherapy, dentistry and gynecology; 
- Industrial laser systems for applications ranging from cutting, marking and welding metals, wood, plastic and glass to 
decorating leather and textiles and restoring/conserving artwork; 
- Laser systems for scientific research 
 
EL.EN has been listed on the Star (MTAX) of Borsa Italiana. Its market floatation is approximately 40% and its market 
capitalization amounts to €120 million. 
 
Cod. ISIN: IT0001481867 
Code: ELN 
Listed on MTAX 
Mkt capt.: 120 mln/Euro 
Cod. Reuters: ELN.MI 
Cod. Bloomberg: ELN IM 
 
 
For further information: 
 
El.En. SpA 
 
Enrico ROMAGNOLI 
Investor Relator 
Tel.+39-055/8826807 
finance@elen.it 
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Tel. +39-02/72093955;  
+39-335 439571 
r.camelli@polytemshir.it      
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Financial Communication  
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